🤖 AI Assignment Design Checklist 📝
Use this step-by-step checklist when designing or revising a unit assessment to encourage authentic student thinking, establish clear boundaries, and leverage AI appropriately.
🎯 Phase 1: Purpose & Guardrails
·  Define the Learning Objective
What core skill or knowledge am I assessing?
💡 If the objective is basic recall or foundational skill fluency, set the assignment to 🔴 Red Light.
· 🚦 Establish the AI Status
Have I clearly labeled this task as:
· 🔴 Red Light – No AI
· 🟡 Yellow Light – Limited Planning Support
· 🟢 Green Light – Intentional Integration
· 📢 Communicate Expectations
Is the AI policy written directly into the assignment prompt so students have zero ambiguity?
🧠 Phase 2: Design Against AI Shortcuts  (Process Over Product)
· 🛤️ Incorporate Visible Milestones
Does the assignment require checkpoints before the final product?
Examples:
· 📝 Research notes
· 📚 Annotated sources
· 🗂️ Outline
· ✏️ Rough draft
· 👩‍🏫 Teacher conference
· 🌎 Personalize the Context
Can students anchor their work in:
· 🏫 Local contexts
· 💭 Personal reflections
· 🌱 Lived experiences
that a generic AI response cannot replicate?
· 💡 Require Higher-Order Thinking
Does the prompt require students to:
· ⚖️ Evaluate sources
· 🛡️ Defend trade-offs
· 🔍 Compare options
· 🎯 Justify conclusions
rather than simply summarize information?
· 🗣️ Add an In-Class Component
Are there opportunities for students to demonstrate thinking through:
· ✍️ Quick writes
· 🧩 Concept mapping
· 🤝 Peer discussions
· 🎤 Oral reflections
🤖 Phase 3: Ethical Leverage & AI Literacy
(For Yellow or Green Light Assignments)
· 🧑‍💻 Scaffold the AI Task
If students use AI as a:
· 💡 Brainstorming partner
· 🗨️ Debate opponent
· ✍️ Feedback editor
have I explicitly taught responsible prompting and questioning strategies?
· ✅ Mandate Fact-Checking
Have I built in a verification step where students:
· 🔎 Cross-reference AI-generated claims
· 📖 Consult trusted sources
· 🏛️ Verify information against course materials
· 🔍 Require Disclosure & Reflection
Have I included an AI Disclosure Statement where students explain:
· 🤖 How AI was used
· 🧠 What thinking remained their own
· 📈 How the tool helped or hindered their learning
· 🌟 Final Reflection
Before assigning the task, ask yourself:
✅ Does this assessment prioritize student thinking?
✅ Are expectations for AI use clear and transparent?
✅ Have students been given opportunities to demonstrate authentic learning?
✅ Does the design make the learning process visible?
✅ Does AI support learning rather than replace it?
When in doubt: Design for thinking, not just completion. 🚀
