The Speech Sound Staircase

K. Child uses the sound
correctly in conversation

Conversation

J. Child says sentences on his/her own.
I. Child repeats sentences, Start with short sentences

mm :.—“m :nmm (e.g. “Iseea___."). Try to vary the position of the target sound in

the sentence {e.g. beginning or end of the sentence}.

F. Child says words on his/her own. Child can label picture cards.
E. Child repeats words after you. Picture cards work well at this level.

m __ U_ D. Child says the sound in syllables on his/her own
< apie C. Child repeats the sound in syllables after you (e.g. fa, fe, fi, fo, fu)

B. Child says the sound on his/her own
A. Child copies the sound that you make (“f”)

Isolation

When we work on a sound, we follow a series of steps called an articulation hierarchy. Your child must “master” (be consistently correct
using the sound 9 times out of 10) one step before moving on to the next. A child must master all 10 steps before they can be expected
to use this “new” sound in everyday conversations. It is very important that we follow these steps to work effectively with your child. If
your child is having a lot of difficulty, it is important to go back to the prior step for more practice.



