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These guidelines are designed to help school administrators, teachers, 

and crisis team members respond to the needs of students and staff after 
a loss has impacted the school environment, such as after the death of a 

student or staff member or when deaths occur that affect many people in 

the community. These guidelines are not intended to provide guidance on 

clinical care or bereavement counseling and are not intended to address 
personal losses that Impact only one or a few members of the school 

community. 

BEREAVEMENT IS COMMON AMONG SCHOOL CHILDREN 

For school personnel, this means that is highly likely you will encounter a 
grieving student almost every day, even if you do not see any outward or 
visible signs of grief. In some communities, violent deaths may be sadly 
common - although students in these high-risk communities may appear 
to be "used to loss," they are likely to have more difficulty adjusting to 
multiple losses. 

Well informed teachers and school personnel can be a source of 
support for students, but unintentionally they may, if not well informed, 
be a source of stress. For example, not understanding reactions may 
lead to misinterpretation of behavioral reactions to loss as misbehavior 
and disrespect for others. 

How long it may take for students to adjust to the loss will vary, but 
most children are not "over a loss" in six months or a year. As such, 
appropriate services should be planned for the immediate aftermath, 
the months following the loss, and for the long-term. 

SCHOOL CRISIS TEAM INTERVENTIONS: 

Responding to a Student or Staff Death in a School Setting 

When a death occurs, activate the school's crisis team and plan to address 
the loss. Coordinate efforts with other schools that may also be impacted. 

1. First, it is extremely important to verify the information (e.g., from family
members or local authorities).

2. Next, determine what information the family would like to have disclosed
(or what information has already been released publicly from a reliable
source).

3. Once the death has been verified, notify the school staff and students.

Guidelines for Responding to the Death of a Student or School Staff 

• 

• 

By the time children complete high school, most will experience 
the death of a family member or friend, with 5% of children 
experiencing the death of a parent by 16 years of age. 

Nearly 40% will experience a death of a peer 
20% will have witnessed a death 

Schools can be the best setting to provide services to students 
(and staff) after a loss that affects the school community: 

1. Schools provide a familiar environment
2. Large numbers of students can be served
3. Many children will benefit from supportive services that can be

readily provided in a school setting
4. Students coping after the loss can be monitored over time and

referrals for clinical services can be facilitated as needed 
5. Parents may be more willing to accept services provided in school

settings, where the stigma associated with mental health services
may be decreased
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http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/svc/alpha/s/school-crisis/letters-template.htm


http://www.familiesofseptember11.org/include/viewfile.asp?vfile=../..%2fdocs%2fFOS11+Letter+to+Schools+2006.pdf




http://www.familiesofseptember11.org/include/viewfile.asp?vfile=../..%2fdocs%2fFOS11+Letter+to+Schools+2006.pdf
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