
Writing Trait: Ideas 
 

Learning Intention:  Share detailed ideas about losing and keeping friends 
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By Nancy Carlson 

Before Reading 

 

Share the front cover image of this book along with its 

title and ask for predictions.   

Invite students to carefully examine the expressions on 

the character’s faces.   

 

Evidence   +    Thinking     =    an Inference 

 

What advice might be given in this book? 

During Reading 

Pause to let students analyze the structure of this book (topic, main idea, followed by several 

details about the main idea) as this will be the format for their writing. 

Invite children to add their own thinking to these examples.  What other ways can friends be 

lost? 

After Reading 

Create a class book in which students write all the ways they can lose friends.  A second list 

including ways to make and keep friends will help balance things out! 



How to Lose All Your Friends 
Based on the book by Nancy Carlson 
 

 
By:  _______________________ 

 How to Lose All Your Friends: 
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 How to Make and Keep Friends: 
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How to Lose All Your Friends 
Based on the book by Nancy Carlson 
 

 
By:  _______________________ 

 How to Lose All Your Friends: 
1. Never smile. 

 Frown all day long. 

2. Hurt people. 

 Kick them in the shins so they fall down. 

3. Be a bully. 

 Make sure they are always behind you in the line.  

4. Say mean things. 

 Tell them that they are wearing baby clothes. 

5. Whine. 

 Use a loud, shrieking voice that will hurt their ears. 
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