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This book contain lots o lovely facts about squirrels, but bekore
chidren are invited to be fact-Finders, please invite them to look
car'cPuily how the text is or'ganizcd. Pausing to do this will help
them notice the structure of nonkiction text which varies greatly
From one book to another. This structure is heeded to understand

how to make a web!
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The steps within this guiclc Follow the ar‘adual release of responsibility.

Explicit instruction is the First step.

Teacher Responsibility

/ \ "T do it"

/ \ "We do it"

.x‘ IIIII 'I'l\?‘" d * o M
! ; ,X \ ou do it

\ / “You do it alone”

\ 7
W .'
4 !
) i
\
o
V / \

Student Responsibility
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Before starting this work, please cohsider asking your students a Few,

Formative questions. These can be very teling adbout their Ioackground knowlcdgc.

bt ~ Accept all answers. Record some of them or have students record them

Thcy will make a rcall\/ hice comparison to your summative assessments. ~ 12,9 ¢

e What do you know about the kind of web you make after you've read
honfiction?

« How do you make a web?

e What goes in the center?

e What do you do next?

e How many arms/branches/sticks do you put on a web? (The answers to this
question are usually very teling of their confusion)

e What do you do next?

Do your students need some explicit instruction on makina a web?

Chance are they dol
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A web has a topic in the center. And the number of arms are determined Iay the

organization of the text. Eg IF the text has 4 main ideas, the web has 4 arms.

Main idea Main idea
e Detall \ « Detail

e Detall « Detail

« deta « deta

Main idea Main idea

« Detai « Detai

« Detai « Detai
 detai « detai

Did your students tell you this?  IF not, chP +urning the Paﬁcs!
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tail whiskers

The inside cover of this book. is Pr‘oviclinﬁ a gimpse of its organizational structure. Show this page
to students and ask, "Why do you think. the author ofF this book. wants us to look for these words

and pictures as we reod?'
V\Ihy? HoPcPully your students wil tell you the +oPic is unir'r'cls

ond the main ideas are: claws, teeth tai, and whiskers.
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We Are earning to:

figure out how this book is organized
to help find the main ideas and details.
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teeth

Squirrels are rodents.
They have long front teeth.

V\lhy is the organization ofF nonfiction text important?
Inviting our students to look First at the organizational structure will help them Find the

TOPIC ... MAIN IDEAS ... AND DETAILS.

This conccP+ Plagucs many students well into their Inigh school years. In hiﬂh school +hcy will be
r‘csponsilalc For £l chapters ofF information. Pausing to teach this skill is akin to +cachinﬁ
someone how to Fish rather than giving them a Fishl  Are you teaching your

students to Find spcciﬁic Facts, or how to Find Facts? There's a huge differencel
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teeth tail

Look at its bushy tail.

It gives shade in the summer.

It keeps him warm in the winter.

The oraanizaﬁon oF this nonfiction text hclps us to buid a web that is well oraanizcd.

+ contains the +opic, and is Ju<5+ bcginnina o show the main ideas.

No details yet please until all the main ideas are Found and the web is c;o\iclly built!
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teeth toil

claws

Look at its claws.
Its claws help it climb.
It climbs on trees and fence posts.
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teeth

tail
Look at its whiskers.
These hairs feel the ground.
They feel for food.
e -
whiskers
clows

whiskers

We now have our topic in the center

and our Four main ideas.

Now we are r'caaly For details, but let's g0 just as slowly with this Par-IJ.

Here's a new black line master to consider . . . .
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Invite students to look at this black line master and Plaurc out where the Four main ideas

mithr be written.
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There's Jus+ ohe Placc to write the -I-oPic. Invite students to locate it.
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Name:

Topic:
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Now it's time to go slowly and explicitly teach students

how to Find the details for each main idea.

Squirrels are rodents.
They have long front teeth.

I our topic is squirrels, do we nheed to write squirrels as one of our details? (ho)
I£ our main idea is teeth, do we heed to Fil one of the details boxes with the word, teeth? (no)

What are the important words to capture as our details?

g e e g S
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Now it's time to go slowly and explicitly teach students

how to find the details for each main idea.

Squirrels are rodents.
They have long front teeth.

Did you Find the words rodents, long, Front, teeth? They are the only important words we need.

Are you r‘cady to try the next main idea on your own? Yes you arel

g e e g S
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Which words capture the details adbout the tail of a squirrel?

2 | 4

g S
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Which words cap+ur'c the details about the claws of a «;quirr'cl?

g
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Which words caP+ur'c the details about the whiskers of a squirrcl?

Look at its whiskers.

These hairs feel the ground.
They feel for food.
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+'s ﬁradual release of rcsponeiloili’ry time! u«;ing the other

books within this kit, students can work with a loucloly

repeating each of the steps you've just compchrcd.

Ma%a Main idea
Main idea
Main‘idea o

2WDN
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It's your turn now.

Job # is to make a web that shows

the topic and each main idea.

Ma%a

Main idea

Main idea

Main‘idea

Job #2 is to use the second black line master to

show the topic, each main idea and the details.

:o1doy

2WDN
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Enjoy your research about other animals

or creepy, cr'awly creatures!
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Once research is complete, your students will have

Fun creating riddles to share with classmates.

Riddle
Whoam I ?

I am a rodent.

I have long front teeth.

I have a bushy tail.

My claws help me climb trees.
My whiskers feel for food.

What am I?
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Riddle
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Whoam I ?

Name




Are your students rcady For more research? Invite
them to notice how each hew book. is or'aanizcol before
they dig into facts. You'll be helping them prepoare For

m O le S honfiction for years to come.

by Kate Riegs Applying and innovating

P Transfer and apply learning to new situations

IN MY BACKYARD

IN MY BACKYARD

chiprpunks

L R
PAPIRITEIY
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