
How to Infer Using Picture Clues and Text:   
Based on Jane Yolen’s book  Encounter 

By:     

Picture Clues or Words from the book     +    My Own Great Thinking     =     An Inference 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“When the sun rose, each great canoe gave birth to many  
little ones that swam awkwardly to our shore.” 
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“We did not know them as human beings, for they hid their bodies in     
colours, like parrots.  Their feet were hidden, also.” 
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“And many of them had hair growing like bushes on their 
chins.  Three of them knelt before their chief and pushed 
sticks into the sand.” 
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“Our chief said, “ We must see if they are true men.”  So I 
took one by the hand and pinched it.  The hand felt like 
flesh and blood, but the skin was moon to my sun.” 
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“And they gave hollow shells with tongues that sang 
chunga-chunga.  And they gave woven things that fit upon 
a man’s head and could cover a boy’s ears.” 
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“I ran back under the trees, back to the place where my 
zemis stood.  I fed it little pieces of cassava, and fish and 
yam from the feast.  Then I prayed.  Let the pale strangers 
from the sky go away from us.  My zemis stared back at 
me with unblinking wood eyes.” 
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“They desired all that the strangers had brought: … round 
pools to hold in the hand that gave a man back his face.” 


