Word Play

Selected by Joan Pearce

Fiction—Picture Books

Yaks Yak: Animl:xl Word(Pairs )
by Linda Sue Park, c2016 (IL: K-3,RL: 2.2
AK@ 1“][1

"At once funny and informative, Yaks Yak presents
animals acting out the verbs made from their names.
Illustrations rich in comic details show hogs hogging, slugs
slugging, and other spirited creatures demonstrating
homographs, words with different meanings that are

L

( sutpaRk | @MW | spelled and pronounced the same. A chart listing the
\[m{ sk s oo X" | words, their meanings, and their history is included.”
— eSS | _ Pub.
Wonderfall

by Michael Hall, c2016 (IL: K-3,RL: 2.0)

"Wonderfall follows a single tree through the changing of the
seasons. People, animals, and vehicles pass in front of the tree,
celebrating holidays, playing in its leaves, and getting ready for
winter. Fifteen combined words (thankful + fall = thankFALL,
plentiful + fall = plentiFALL) underscore the themes and
concepts of the season, while the main attraction—the beautiful
tree—drops acorns, loses leaves, and provides food and a home
for a pair of scurrying squirrels.” - Amazon.ca

Lexie the Word Wrangler
by Rebecca Van Slyke, c2017 (IL: K-3, RL: 3.6)

"Lexie is the best wrangler west of the Mississippi-word
wrangler, that is. She watches over baby letters while
they grow into words and ties shorter words fogether into
longer ones; she herds words into sentences, hitches
sentences together, and pens them all in to tell a story.
But lately, something seems off at the ranch.” - Pub.

- o Little i

Little i by Michael Hall, c2017 (IL: K-3, RL: 2.2)

Michael Hall

"A charming, suspenseful, and wholly original picture
book about the adventure of growing up, from the ac-
claimed and bestselling creator of Red: A Crayon's Sto-
ry and Wonderfall.

When Little i's dot falls off, rolls down a hill, over a

cliff, and into the sea, Little i sets out ona journey to

rescue it." - Pub.




Word Play

Selected by Joan Pearce

Fiction—Picture Books

_ I Scream Ice Cream: A Book of Wordles
l QL REAM by Amy Krouse Rosenthal, c2013 (IL: K-3, RL: 1.5)

M:E CREﬁM "What do "I Scream!" and "Ice Cream!" have in common?
Nothing—besides the fact that they sound the same! The
ever-surprising Amy Krouse Rosenthal unleashes her

prolific wit in this silly and smart book of wordplay.”
- Pub.

Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster
by Debra Frasier, c2000 (IL: 3-6, RL: 4.6)

Alaineus "When Sage's spelling and definition of a word reveal her
A VOCABULARY DISASTER misunderstanding of it to her classmates, she is at first
embarrassed but then uses her mistake as inspiration for
the vocabulary parade.” - Follett

May I Have a Word?
by Caron Levis, c2017 (IL: K-3,RL: 2.4)

"A battle of the magnet letters ensues across the
refrigerator door in May I Have a Word? when C and K
get into a fight about wKo gets to start the cooler
(kooler?) words. When the two letters storm off in
opposite directions, everything is turned upside down.
SOCKS are now SO, there aren't any CLOCKS to TICK or
TOCK, and the world is just out of LUCK—until other
letters work to bring C and K back together again.” - Pub.

The Great Dictionary Caper
by Judy Sierra, c2018 (IL: K-3, RL: 3.3)

"Words have secreft lives. On a quiet afternoon the
words escaﬁe the dictionary (much to the consternation
of Mr. Noah Webster) and flock to Hollywood for a huge
annual event--Lexi-Con. Liberated from the pages, words
get together with friends and relations in groups includ-
ing an onomatopoeia marching band, the pa?ndr‘ome fami-
ly reunion, and hide-and-seek antonyms. It's all great fun
until the words disagree and begin to fall apart.” - Pub.
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Did Did You Take the B From my ook?
you take by Beck & Matt Stanton, c2017 (IL: K-3, RL: 0.9)
theov'?? "When the letter B goes missing from the story, the

£ - reader must find a way to bring it back into the book for
rom my good." - Follett

g Bl B R4 g

Beck & Matt Stanton

The Girl's Like Spaghetti: Why You Can't Manage
Without Apostrophes!
by Lynne Truss, c2007 (IL: 3-6, RL: 3.2)

?Q _ "Full of silly scenes that show how apostrophes make a
i & | difference, too, this is another picture book that will

~ A rr elicit bales of laughter and better punctuation from all
S PA G H E T T I who read it." - Pug. P

LYNNE TRUSS BONNIE TIMMONS

A Greyhound A Groundhoq
by Emily Jenkins, c2017 (IL: K-3, RL: 1.4)

"When a greyhound meets a groundhog, wordplay and
crazy antics ensue. The two animals, much like kids, work
themselves into a frenzy as they whirl around and
around one another. (Around, round hound. Around,
groundhog!) The pace picks up (Around and around and
astound and astound!), until they ultimately wear
themselves out.” - Amazon.ca

Nothing Rhymes with Orange
by Adam Rex, c2017 (IL: K-3, RL: 3.2)

"We all know nothing rhymes with orange, but how does
that make Orange feel? Well, left out, obviously!

When a fruit parade gets together to sing a song
about how wonderful they are-and the song happens to
rhyme-Orange can't help but feel like it's impossible
to ever fit in. But when one particularly intuitive Apple
notices how Orange is feeling..." - Amazon.ca
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Du Iz Tak?
by Carson Ellis, c2016 (IL: K-3)

"Du iz tak? What is that? As a tiny shoot unfurls, two
damselflies peer at it in wonder. When the plant grows taller
and sprouts leaves, some young beetles arrive to gander, and
soon—with the help of a pill bug named Icky—they wrangle a
ladder and build a tree fort. But this is the wild world, after
all, and something horrible is waiting to swoop down—booby
voobeck!—only to be carried of f in turn." - Amazon.ca

The
Book
With
No
Pictures

B.J. Novak

The Book With No Pictures
by B.J. Novak, c2014 (IL: K-3, RL: 1.6)

"You might think a book with no pictures seems boring
and serious. Except...here's how books work.
Everything written on the page has to be said by the
person reading it aloud. Even if the words say..."

- Amazon.ca

My Dog is as Smelly as Dirty Socks and Other
Funny Family Portraits
by Hanoch Piven, c2007 (IL: K-3, RL: 2.4)

"How do you draw a playful daddy? Or a smelly dog? For any
kid who's ever been asked to "draw a picture of your
family," here's an unusual and much more fun take on the
pr‘ofecfI Using objects to represent personality traits,
acclaimed illustrator Hanoch Piven creates simple and funny
portraits that perfectly describe all the members of one
girl's family." - Amazon.ca

My Best Friend Is As Sharp As a Pencil: And Other
Funny Classroom Portraits
by Hanoch Piven, c2010 (IL: K-3, RL: 3.8)

“Learn how to create a funny librarian, a colorful art
teacher, or your best friend by seeing how one girl does it
in this sumple playful picture book that's comprised of
portraits made ozobJec‘rs Once the girl has talked
about—and drawn—the key figures in her school, she ends
with the piece de résistance—a class portrait!”

- Amazon.ca




Word Play

Selected by Joan Pearce

Non-fiction

Werd Play

Coftractions #
Pl e

Series: Word Play
by Kathleen Connors, c2013 (IL: K-3, RL: 2.0-4.4)

Titles:

Contractions at the Zoo
Homophones at Home
Opposites at the Park
Punctuation at the Game
Rhyming on the road
Synonyms at School




