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Encounter 
by Jane Yolan, c1992 (IL: 3-6, RL: 4.9) 
 
“When Christopher Columbus landed on the island of 
San Salvador in 1492, what he discovered were the 
Taino Indians. Told from a young Taino boy's point of 
view, this is a story of how the boy tried to warn his 
people against welcoming the strangers, who seemed 
more interested in golden ornaments than friendship.” 
- Pub. 

The Rabbits 
By Shaun Tan, c2010  
 
“The Rabbits offers a rich and immensely valuable 
perspective on the effect of man on his environment. 
Visually loaded and told with a passion for truth and 
understanding, it aims to promote cultural awareness 
and a sense of caring for the natural world.”  
- Amazon.ca 

The Red Sash 
by Jean E. Pendziwol, c2005 (IL: K-3, RL: 5.5) 
 
“A young Metis boy who lives with his family near the 
trading post of Fort William earns the status of a true 
voyageur when he helps a representative of the North 
West Company whose canoe has been damaged in a 
storm reach the annual rendezvous celebration.”  
- Follett 

 



 

Canadian Explorers / First Contact/ Fur 
Trade 

Selected by Joan Pearce 

Non-fiction 
  

  

  

  

Series: Canadian Explorers 
Published by Weigl, c2016 (IL: 3-6, RL: 5.6-6.7) 
“Each book expands on the early experiences, success, 
and challenges each explorer faced using detailed text 
and vivid images.” - Pub. 
 
Titles: 
Henry Hudson 
Jacques Cartier 
John Cabot 
Samuel de Champlain 

The Fur Trader  
(Series: Early Canadians—Weigl) 
by Pamela McDowell, c2014 (IL: K-3, RL: 2.8) 
 
“An Early Canadians educational book which outlines a 
typical day in the life of a fur trader, taking a look at 
the tools they used and changes in their role over time.” 
- Follett 

Series: Early Canadians  
published by Weigl, c2014 (IL: K-3, RL: 2.8-3.6) 
“Journey back in time to discover Canada’s remarkable 
history through this exciting six-book series.  Learn 
about the Aboriginal Peoples who were first to inhabit 
the land thousands of years ago and how the arrival of 
European explorers affected their traditional ways of 
life…”   
Titles: 
The Doctor, The Fur Trader, The Schoolteacher, The 
Storekeeper 

Adventurers: Hudson’s Bay company—The Epic Story 
by Christopher Moore, c2000 
 
A history of the Hudson’s Bay Company—first Canadian 
posts, trappers and traders, struggles with settlers 
and the building of the Canada Pacific Railway. 
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Series: Discovering Canada 
published by Weigl, c2006 
“...takes an in-depth look at the lives and 
accomplishments of early explorers who travelled to 
Canada and charted the land.  The series includes a 
wealth of historical information, maps, and photos, as 
well as interesting sidebars and fascinating facts.”  
- Pub. 
Titles: 
David Thompson  

Groseilliers and Radisson  
Henry Kelsey  
John Cabot  
Martin Frobisher  
Samuel de Champlain  
Henry Hudson 
Jacques Cartier 
Pierre de La Vérendrye 
Simon Fraser 
George Vancouver 

In the Footsteps of Explorers 
published by Crabtree, c2006, 2007 (IL: 3-6, RL: 6.5-
7.3) 
“Each colorful book describes what an explorer's life 
was really like on an expedition, from what they wore 
to what they ate. Easy to follow fact and date boxes 
give quick access to the details.” - Pub.   
Titles: 
Jacques Cartier: Exploring the St. Lawrence River 
Henry Hudson: Seeking the Northwest Passage 

Titles: 
Peary and Henson: the Race to the North Pole 
Radisson and des Groseilliers: Fur Traders of the 
North 
Samuel de Champlain: From New France to Cape Cod 
Sir John Franklin: The Search for the Northwest Pas-
sage 
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Series: Canadian Fur Trade 
published by Weigl, c2007  
 
“...explores Canada’s fur trading history.  Through the use 
of first-hand accounts, biographies, and engaging visuals, 
readers will learn about the relationships fur traders 
developed with the Aboriginal Peoples of Canada.  The 
series also provides insight into fur trade routes within 
Canada during the seventeenth, eighteenth, and 
nineteenth centuries.  From descriptions of key traders, 
forts, and posts, as well as…” - Pub. 

Titles: 
Forests and Trading Posts 
Hudson’s Bay Company 
North West Company 
Trade Routes 

 

 


