
 

 

Writing Trait: Conventions and Word Choice 

Learning Intention: What are the ways in which details may be added  

to writing?  A mini peacock inquiry. 
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By Lucy Cousins 

Before Reading 

 

Share this beautiful cover illustration and the back cover 
too.  Linger on the front and back inside cover pages as 
well.  Invite students to notice, think and wonder about 
this book.  What might it be about?  What are they 
noticing when they look ever so carefully at these amazing 
images?  What bird names do they know?  Uh oh, this 
could take a while! 

Did your students notice open eyes except one on the 
inside cover?  Did they notice closed eyes except one on 
the back inside cover?  Chances are they will notice things 
that adults miss.  These are details and they are 
delightful for the eyes of the viewer.  Details are equally 
wonderful for the ears of a listener!  Encourage your 
students to add details to the writing.  But how is this 
best done? 

During Reading 

Pause during reading and ask children to name the featured bird.  Offer time to turn and talk 
about what you would do if you were a (rooster/robin/woodpecker/swan etc.) for a day.  As 
children share their responses you may want to start a chart listing the main ideas they are 
likely to share (habitat, appearance, predators and prey, food, lifecycle, movement and 
behavior, species).  These central, or main ideas will be very important if you choose to launch 
an inquiry about birds.   

After Reading 

To launch a mini-inquiry about any one of the birds, turn back to a page and through discussion, 
create an é I THINK I KNOW é I WONDER   chart.  Once completed underline any ideas 
related to food in one colour; ideas related to habitat in another colour; movement in another 
etc.   

For this mini-inquiry we turned back to the peacock page in Hooray for Birds and created our 
chart.  Next, we watched a YouTube video about peacocks.  Because this video does not have 
any narration, we were able to continue adding ideas to our chart about peacocks.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz -tjJhFH1k  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz-tjJhFH1k


 

 

With fascinating video 

footage, students will 

naturally be curious 

about peacocks and will 

start to ask questions.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz -tjJhFH1k  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz-tjJhFH1k


 

 

¡Qa]_dano ha]njejc pda 8mqaopekjejc9 opn]pacu 

for the first time were often struck by 

the deceptively simple change of getting 

opq`ajp pk ]og pdaen ksj mqaopekjo=¢ l=* 

¡Qdana eo ^qp kja _d]jca ^aejc ]oga` kb ukq 

in this book:  you will be leading a process in 

which your students will be thinking and 

working by asking their own question, rather 

pd]j ^u naolkj`ejc pk mqaopekj ukq ]og=¢  l= % 

 

Make Just One Change: Teach Students to 

Ask Their Own Questions  

by Rothstein and Santana 2017  

In the introduction to Curious 

Classrooms , Smokey Harvey Daniels 

atlh]ejo pd]p; ¡Qdeo eo ] ^kkg ]^kqp 

teaching with inquiry, which means building 

ejopnq_pekj kqp kb _deh`naj o _qnekoepu=  

He suggests you begin with short, well -

opnq_pqna` haookjo=¢ te ]j` tr 

 

¡Fj Curious Classrooms, sa dkjkqn ge`o  

questions and teaching them how to find 

]josano bkn pdaioahrao=¢ ter 



 

 

 

 

 

Invite lots and lots of peacock 

questions, then read aloud a book about 

peacocks to model the way in which 

facts can be collected and sorted 

under each of the main ideas headings.   

Once modelled, invite students to find 

additional facts from a variety of 

books to add to the class chart.  



 

 

Fj P]n]d 2aujkj^nksj o cn]`a $>% _h]oo ]p 

Courtenay Elementary, we filled the white 

board with ideas related to peacock facts.  

But we also recorded what kinds of facts 

we were hearing as Hooray for Birds  and 

Amazing Animals; Peacockwereread aloud.  

This helps students demystify what details 

are.  
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With lots of gathered facts about 

la]_k_go; ep o peia pk napqnj pk Hooray 

for Birds!  

All those fascinating facts will be translated 

into marvelous details when writing ala Lucy 

Cousins.   

 

By completing the following verse from 

the book, students will pack pages with 

fabulous facts about peacocks.  Be 

prepared to be impressed!  

Gather all their pages and make a class 

^kkg pd]p sehh ^a na]` kran ]j` kran ³ 

guaranteed!  



 

 

 Can you imagine ...  

 Just for one day ...  

 Vkq na ] ^qou ^en`0 

 Yes, a bird!  

 Hooray!  

With Peacock research 

complete, students will be 

able to add far more than 

the simple text on this page!  

  

 A peacock for a day you say?  How great is that? Well let  

 me see ...  

 Fb F sana ] la]_k_g bkn ] `]u F ` ck^^ha ql peju opkjao sdeha 

 laklha s]p_da` ej dknnkn=  Qdau ` odneag kn o_na]i ]j` _nu 

 kqp ej ba]n pd]p F iecdp ^a_kia ehh=  F ` oeilhu oieng ]p pdai 

 knowing that my gizzard will handle those pebbles with ease.  

 F ` h]qcd ]j` ]og; ¡Akj p ukq gjks pd]p iu cevv]n` ]j` opkjao 

 dahl ia `ecaop pda bkk` F a]p0¢  Maklha ]na ok oehhu ]naj p pdau0 

  

  

  



 

 

I can add details when I write...  

I can add details when I write...  



 

 

Our class book about peacocks  

Based on the book, Hooray for Birds!  

By Lucy Cousins  



 

 

  

 Can you imagine ...  

 Just for one day ...  

 Vkq na ] ^qou ^en`0 

 Yes, a bird!  

 Hooray!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

Make just two colour copies of this page and each child will have a 

_khkqnbqh ~op]il pk chqa kj pdaen snepejc l]ca= 



 

 

A mini -peacock inquiry may now be complete ..  

Mand]lo pdana ]na kpdan ^en`o kn ]jei]ho kn ³  ge`o  ]na _qnekqo ]^kqp === 



 

 

Mand]lo ep o peia bkn ] heppha be_pekj pk 

go along with the nonfiction!  


