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What happens when one small boy picks up one 
small piece of litter? He doesn't know it, but his 
tiny act has big consequences. From the 
minuscule to the universal, What Matters 
sensitively explores nature's connections and 
traces the ripple effects of one child’s good deed 
to show how we can all make a big difference.

In this lyrical and timely story, author Holly 
M. McGhee and illustrator Pascal Lemaître 
champion the power of kindness, bravery, 
and friendship in the face of uncertainty.

Blue is a quiet colour. Red’s a hothead 
who likes to pick on Blue. Yellow, Orange, 
Green, and Purple don’t like what they 
see, but what can they do? When no one 
speaks up, things get out of hand — until 
One comes along and shows all the 
colours how to stand up, stand together, 
and count. As budding young readers 
learn about numbers, counting, and 
primary and secondary colours, they also 
learn about accepting each other's 
differences and how it sometimes just 
takes one voice to make everyone count.
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It costs a lot of money to build a well in 
Africa -- a lot more than Ryan Hreljac had 
thought. Still, the six year old kept doing 
chores around his parents' house, even after 
he learned it could take him years to earn 
enough money. Then a friend of the family 
wrote an article in the local newspaper 
about Ryan's wish to build a well to supply 
people with safe, clean water. Before long, 
ripples of goodwill began spreading.

Inspired by true events, One Hen tells the story of 
Kojo, a boy from Ghana who turns a small loan into 
a thriving farm and a livelihood for many. After his 
father died, Kojo had to quit school to help his 
mother collect firewood to sell at the market. When 
his mother receives a loan from some village 
families, she gives a little money to her son. With 
this tiny loan, Kojo buys a hen. A year later, Kojo 
has built up a flock of 25 hens.

Paulie Pastrami can't whistle, he has trouble 
matching his socks, and he is usually picked 
last in sports. But he plans to achieve world 
peace before he turns eight. 

Through simple acts of kindness--from reading 
to the trees and being nice to his little sister to 
cheering up the school principal and sharing 
cupcakes with strangers--Paulie learns that 
spreading peace isn't that hard after all.
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This book details all the little and large ways 
anyone can help make a difference, in their 
neighbourhood, in their country, in the world! 
From helping the planet through recycling and 
saving water, to promoting important causes with 
awesome art exhibitions, to partying to raise 
money for charity, there are tons of ideas for ways 
to kids to get their voices heard and make an 
impact on issues that they care about.

Green grass is wide and fresh and clean for 
a family to play in, and brown dirt is perfect 
for digging a garden. But when gray 
buildings start to rise up and a whole city 
builds, can there be any room for green 
space? The neighbourhood children think 
so, and they inspire the community to join 
together and build a garden for everyone to 
share in the middle of the city.

Dear Children of the Earth begins a 
remarkable letter from Mother Earth 
asking for help from children 
everywhere. She writes to express her 
love for each and every child and 
asks for their love and appreciation 
in return. In her own words, and with 
all of her heart, Mother Earth 
enfolds children with love and 
entrusts them with her protection.


