
 

Picture Books Set in Other Countries 

*Many of these books will be available at your local public library network. 

Country Book Titles Author Sora 

France Madeline 

Madeline and the bad hat 

Piglette 

Bemelmans, Ludwig 

Bemelmans, Ludwig 

 

Russia Babushka Baba Yaga 

Peter and the Wolf  

My Head in the Clouds 

Polacco, Patricia 

Prokofiev, Sergei 

Chaperon, Danielle 

 

India Fauja Singh Keeps Going 

Same, Same but different 

Festival of Colors 

Desert Girl, Monsoon Boy 

The Boy and the Banyan Tree 

Kalamata’s Kitchen 

My Head in the Clouds 

The Rumor: a Jataka tale from India 

Singh, Simran Jeet 

Kostecki-Shaw, Jenny Sue 

Sehgal, Kabir 

Dairman, Tara 

Narsimhan, Mahtab 

Thomas, Sarah 

Chaperon, Danielle 

Thornhill, Jan 

 

 

 

 

 
✓ 
 

Ghana Anansi Goes Fishing 

Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock 

Anansi does the Impossible! 

Anansi and the Talking Melon 

One Hen: how one small loan made a big difference 

Kimmel, Eric A 

Kimmel, Eric A 

Aardema, Verna 

Kimmel, Eric A 

Milway, Katie Smith 

 

 

 
 

 

✓ 

Burkina Faso The Water Princess Verde, Susan ✓ 

United Kingdom Fauja Singh Keeps Going Singh, Simran Jeet  

China Lon Po Po: a Red-Riding Hood Story  Young, Ed  



 

Ruby’s Wish 

My Head in the Clouds 

Bridges, Shirin Yim 

Chaperon, Danielle 

Egypt The Day of Ahmed’s Secret 

My Head in the Clouds 

Heide, Florence Parry 

Chaperon, Danielle 

 

Gambia One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the 

Gambia 

Paul, Miranda ✓ 

Bangladesh Iqbal and his Ingenious Idea Suneby, Elizabeth  

Korea The Firekeeper’s Son 

My Name is Yoon 

Park, Linda Sue 

Recorvits, Helen 

 

Iraq The Librarian of Basra: a true story from Iraq Winter, Jeanette ✓ 

Pakistan Four Feet, Two Sandals Williams, Karen Lynn  

Thailand Hush!: A Thai Lullaby Ho, Minfong  

Vietnam Grandfather’s Dream Keller, Holly  

Canada  A Promise is a Promise 

A day with Yayah 

My Head in the Clouds 

Munsch, Robert N 

Campbell, Nicola I. 

Chaperon, Danielle 

 

Peru Maria had a little llama 

My Head in the Clouds 

Dominguez, Angela 

Chaperon, Danielle 

 

USA Same, Same but different 

Mommy’s Khimar 

The Proudest Blue: a story of hijab and family 

Dancing the Tinikling 

My Name is Yoon 

Salma the Syrian Chef 

Kalamata’s Kitchen 

La Mariachi 

Kostecki-Shaw, Jenny Sue 

Thompkins-Bigelow, Jamilah 

Muhammad, Ibtiha 

Peyton, Bobbie 

Recorvits, Helen 

Ramadan, Ahmad Danny 

Thomas, Sarah 

Estrada, Isabel 

 

 

 

 

 
✓ 
✓ 



 

Italy Strega Nona: her story 

Strega Nona Takes a Vacation 

Strega Nona Meets her Match 

Strega Nona’s Magic Lessons 

Merry Christmas, Strega Nona 

My Head in the Clouds 

De Paola, Tomie 

De Paola, Tomie 

De Paola, Tomie 

De Paola, Tomie 

De Paola, Tomie 

Chaperon, Danielle 

 

Kenya Sulwe 

My Head in the Clouds 

Wangari Maathai 

Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story From Africa 

Nyong'o, Lupita 

Chaperon, Danielle 

Prevot, Franck 

 

 
✓ 

Malawi The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 

Walking for Water 

Kamkwamba, William 

Hughes, Susan 

 

Nigeria The Magic Tree: a tale from Congo 

Honey…Honey…Lion 

McDermott, Gerald 

Brett, Jan 

 

Jamaica Tiger Soup Temple, Frances  

Paraguay Ada’s Violin Hood, Susan  

Syria Salma the Syrian Chef Ramadan, Ahmad Danny ✓ 

Australia Wombat Stew Vaughan, Marcia K  

Japan The Phone Booth in Mr. Hirota’s Garden Smith, Heather  

Colombia Letters in Charcoal 

Waiting for the Biblioburro 

Vasco, Irene 

Brown, Monica 

 

Philippines Dancing the Tinikling Peyton, Bobbie.  

Cuba All the Way to Havana Engle, Margarita  

Cameroon  I am Farmer Growing an Environment Movement in Cameroon Paul, Baptiste ✓ 

Scotland My Head in the Clouds Chaperon, Danielle  



 

Greece My Head in the Clouds Chaperon, Danielle  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Novels Set in Other Countries 

*Many of these books will be available at your local public library network. 

Country Book Titles Author Sora 

Sudan A Long Walk to Water Park, Linda Sue ✓ 

Malawi The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind Kamkwamba, William  

Afghanistan The Breadwinner  

The Breadwinner Graphic Novel 

Ellis, Deborah 

Ellis, Deborah 

✓ 
✓ 

Pakistan Parvana’s Journey 

Mud City 

Amina’s Voice 

Amina’s Song 

Amal Unbound 

A Thousand Questions 

Ellis, Deborah 

Ellis, Deborah 

Khan, Hena 

Khan, Hena 

Saeed, Aisha 

Faruqi, Saadia 

✓ 
✓ 

 

 
 

✓ 
✓ 

Australia City Spies #2 

Pie in the Sky 

Dingoes at Dinnertime 

Ponti, James 

Lai, Remy 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

 

 
✓ 

Bahamas Sail Doman, Mary Kate  

Brazil Journey to the River Sea 

River 

Afternoon on the Amazon 

Ibbotson, Eva 

Doman, Mary Kate 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

 

 
✓ 

China Front Desk 

Day of the Dragon King 

City Spies #3 

The Legend of Auntie Po Graphic Novel 

Yang, Kelly 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

Ponti, James 

Khor, Shing Yin 

✓ 
 

Ethiopia The Garbage King Laird, Elizabeth  



 

France             The Sheep, The Rooster, and the Duck 

City Spies #1, 3 

Phelan, Matt 

Ponti, James 

 

Greece Hour of the Olympics Osborne, Mary Pope  

Ireland Viking Ships at Sunrise 

Artemis Fowl (ALL) 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

Colfer, Eoin 

 
✓ 

Italy The Thief Lord 

Vacation under the Volcano 

Carnival at Candlelight 

City Spies #6 

Funke, Cornelia Caroline 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

Ponti, James 

 

Kenya Wild 

When Stars are Scattered Graphic Novel 

Walking Home 

Doman, Mary Kate 

Jamieson, Victoria 

Walters, Eric 

 
✓ 

Somalia When Stars are Scattered Graphic Novel Jamieson, Victoria ✓ 

Korea City Spies #3 Ponti, James  

Mexico The Storm Runner 

Dam 

Cervantes, Jennifer 

Doman, Mary Kate 

 

Mongolia Stand on the Sky Bow, Erin  

Norway Astrid the Unstoppable Parr, Maria  

Russia City Spies #3 Ponti, James  

Scotland City Spies #1-3 Ponti, James  

Tanzania Lions at Lunchtime Osborne, Mary Pope  

Syria Other Words for Home 

Nowhere Boy 

Refugee 

Warga, Jasmine 

Marsh, Katherine 

Gratz, Alan 

 
✓ 
✓ 

USA Other Words from Home 

Across the Desert (YA) 

Warga, Jasmine 

Bowling, Dusti 

✓ 
✓ 



 

Dust 

Top Story 

The Legend of Auntie Po Graphic Novel 

Borders 

Bowling, Dusti 

Yang, Kelly 

Khor, Shing Yin 

King, Thomas 

 

Curaçao The Cay Taylor, Theodore ✓ 

United Kingdom (UK) The Secret Garden 

The Secret Garden Graphic Novel 

City Spies #4 and 6 

Burnett, Frances Hodgson 

Marsden, Mariah 

Ponti, James 

 

Canada Anne of Green Gables 

Anne of Green Gables Graphic Novel 

No Fixed Address 

Stealing Home Graphic Novel 

Pine Island Home (YA) 

Salma Writes a Book 

Salma Makes a Home 

Borders Graphic Novel 

Montgomery, L. M.  

Marsden, Mariah 

Nielsen, Susin 

Torres, J. 

Horvath, Polly 

Ramadan, Danny 

Ramadan, Danny 

King, Thomas 

✓ 
 

 
✓ 
✓ 
 

 

✓ 
✓ 

Denmark Number the Stars Lowry, Lois 
 

✓ 

Vietnam Inside Out & Back Again 

Listen, Slowly 

Lai, Thanhha 

Lai, Thanhha 

✓ 

Spain A Ceiling Made of Eggshells Levine, Gail Carson  

Uganda Orange for the Sunsets Athaide, Tina  

Cuba Letters from Cuba 

Refugee 

Behar, Ruth 

Gratz, Alan 

 
✓ 

Puerto Rico Marcus Vega doesn’t Speak Spanish Cartaya, Pablo  

Ghana The Kaya Girl 

Bitter Chocolate 

Wolo, Mamle 

Grindley, Sally 

 
✓ 



 

Belgium Nowhere Boy Marsh, Katherine ✓ 

Japan Night of the Ninjas Osborne, Mary Pope ✓ 

India Tigers at Twilight 

Thirst 

Burying the Moon 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

Bajaj, Varsha 

Poulin, Andree 

✓ 
 

Oceania Tsunami Doman, Mary Kate  

Germany Song of Freedom, Song of Dreams (YA) 

Refugee 

Green, Shari 

Gratz, Alan 

 
✓ 

Egypt City Spies #4 

Mummies in the Morning 

Ponti, James 

Osborne, Mary Pope 

 
✓ 

Indonesia Marshmallow & Jordan Graphic Novel Chau, Alina  

Turkey City Spies #6 Ponti, James  

 


