
“Common Sense before leaving shore”
General Boating Knowledge – Part 1



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuLPmn4fo08

• https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10155410553412058

• https://www.reddit.com/r/AbruptChaos/comments/11lzmax/t
his_persons_fishing_trip_was_changed_in_an/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuLPmn4fo08
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10155410553412058


Safety Check
• Engines work, battery charged, trailer 

tires/lights, drain plug, oil levels, nav 
lights, bilge pump, etc

• Safety equipment 
• Life jackets for everyone on board
• Flares, radio, chart plotter

• Other Stuff…
• Water, food, clothing, BAIT…

My Experiences over 40years… 



Fuel

Rule of thumb;
•  1/3 there
• 1/3 back
• 1/3 spare.
• FRESH GAS!!!

***Know how much fuel you use!!!



Marine Weather Conditions

• VHF weather channel (WX)

•  Environment Canada website
• WindyTV



Trip Plans
Give a responsible person;

• verbally  where you are going 
and time back (short trips)

•  in writing where you are 
going, route you are following 
and when you will be coming 
back (long trips).

• Changed with Satellite now…



Inform Guests

• Give a basic tour of the boat (safety 
equipment located, life jackets, how 
to operate it, etc)

• If you are the only one that knows 
your boat… what happens if you are 
incapacitated?



Loading A Small Boat

• Distribute the weight evenly, 
especially in small boats



Steps to Filling Gas
(Inboard fuel tanks)

1. Secure boat
2. Turn engine off
3. Get people ashore
4. Extinguish open flames
5. No smoking
6. Electrical equipment off
7. Ports and hatches closed
8. Portable tanks ashore
9. Hole nozzle AGAINST filler pipe to prevent sparks
10. Don’t overfill
11. Wipe spillage
12. Open up ports and hatches and run blower for at least 4 minutes (Inboard engines)
13.  Smell for fumes





“Common Sense on the water”

General Boating Knowledge Part 2



Divers in Water

• Boat must display Blue & White 
International Flag “A” (Alpha)

• When divers are in the water a  
Red with Diagonal White 
striped buoy is used to locate 
the area where they are.

• AVOID/STAY CLEAR!!



Speed Limits

- Close to shore 10 km/h  - slow
- Narrow river, canals, harbours – slow



Towing Someone
(Wakeboard, Tubing, Skiing)

• Minimum 2 people in boat
(1 driver, 1 spotter)

• WATCH FOR OTHERS around you!!!



Getting help – if needed

• Wave arms
• Flares
• VHF radio (channel 16)
•  cell phone (only in populated areas)
• Satellite now



Helping Others

• Legally you must stop to help others.  
• Only exception – putting yourself at risk.



Accidents (Reporting)

• You stop, give name and 
address, and offer assistance.

• Report it to the police



Poor weather/Fog
SLOW DOWN! life jackets on, lights on and switch to full fuel tank



Capsizing/Sinking

Radio for help if possible (mayday 3 times – name, description, 
location, problem), life jackets on, stay with boat if possible



Engine Failure

• #1 cause – no fuel
• poor maintenance
• overheating – faulty 

impeller or debris over 
water intake



“Common Sense on the water ”
Continued

General Boating Knowledge – Part 3



Anchoring

Attach to a secure place on the bow (cleat) and NEVER to the side of a boat or stern, 
especially in swell or current as you could capsize it.  A general rule is a scope of 5:1 

and up to 10:1 in rough water or high current area.



Hypothermia

• happens when you are wet (don’t have to fall into 
water)

• early sign – shivering, slurred speech
• intermediate signs – weak pulse, irrational, lack of 

coordination
• final – weak/absent pulse, loss of consciousness
• treatment – shelter from cold, dry clothes, warm 

slowly.  No HOT liquids or alcohol.
(cardiac arrest, shock, burns, more heat loss)
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https://driveaboatcanada.ca/hypothermia-boating/



Heat Exhaustion/Stroke



Basic Navigation Equipment

• Compass, paper charts – most basic and can’t fail

• Depth sounder, gps, chart plotter, cellphone app.  
However, electronics CAN AND DO fail (dead 
battery, blown fuse, electrical short, corroded 
wires, overheat behind window, etc) 



Understanding Wind  Speeds
Light  1 – 21 km up to 11 knots 
Moderate 22 – 36 km 12 - 19 knots
Strong  37 – 62km 20 – 33knots =   small craft warning *
Gale  63 – 87km 34 – 47 knots = Gale warning *
Storm  89 – 117km 48 – 63 knots = Storm warning *
Hurricane over 117km over 63 knots = Hurricane warning*

Note: the last 3 are announced on 
all weather announcements





• Tides change based on the gravitational pull of the moon and 
sun, resulting in two high and two low tides every 24 hours and 
50 minutes, typically 12 hours and 25 minutes apart. 

Know your Tides

https://www.tides.gc.ca/en/stations/07965



• Check the people onboard to 
make sure no one is injured.

• Assess what damage that might 
have occurred.

• Does you Bilge work??

• KNOW YOUR TIDES, BUOYS and 
have a chart!!

Running aground



• Restricted Operators Certificate (Marine)  - ROC-M
Needed for ANYONE using a radio

VHF Radio

MAYDAY (grave/imminent danger)
PAN-PAN (urgent, non-life-threatening situations)
SÉCURITÉ (safety information). 
These are vital for notifying authorities and nearby vessels of distress or safety hazards 
(BIG log in the water).



Navigation Lights
• Government/Police boats have a 

Blue Flashing Light to identify itself
• All around white light for 

anchoring
• Towing Vessel Lights

https://aceboater.com/navigation-lights-boat-situation



Sound Signals

• One short blast - I intend to change course to 
starboard

• Two short blasts - I intend to change course to port.
• Three short Blasts – I am backing up (astern 

propulsion)
• Five Short Blasts – Danger, collision, unsafe
• One Long Blast – I intend to depart

• Where have you heard some of these??



Carbon Monoxide Gas

• Produced from any gas burning appliance or engine.  
Can be fatal in a confined and enclosed space. 

• Symptoms 
– fatigue
– nausea
– headaches
– dizziness or fainting
– vomiting



Radar Reflector

• Used on boats that are built of mostly non-metallic materials
• Sometimes cannot be used due to impracticality



Every boat equipped with a motor other than a stock (unmodified) 
outboard engine must have a muffler and use it while operating within 

five nautical miles (9.26 km) of shore

Muffler
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