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Job – Engine Identification 

When servicing an engine it is important to know exact details about its construction.  To provide the 
servicer with these details, engine manufacturers use identification numbers.  Identification numbers 
are located in different places depending on the engine type and manufacturer.  Your Briggs & Stratton 
engine has its identifying number stamped into the engine’s shroud, either on its top or its side. 

 
Find your engine’s identifying number and record it below: 

 
Engine’s Identifying number:    

 
This number is pretty much meaningless to the average person, but if you have the proper reference 
material (a service manual) you can ‘crack the code’ to learn quite a bit about the engine.   

In the next few sections, use the attached reference sheet to crack your engine’s code.  To do this we 
will be breaking the identifying number into its three distinct parts, Model, Type and Date Code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4 - s t r o k e  I n t e r n a l   
C o m b u s t i o n  E n g i n e  

The first 5 digits of your 
engine’s identifying number 
make up its Model Code.  
Write these in the spaces to 
the right where indicated and 
then use the attached 
reference sheet to determine 
exactly what each digit 
means. 

    
1st digit 

    
2nd  digit 

Model Code’s Meaning 

    
3rd digit 

    
4th digit 

    
5th digit 

   /1 

   /5 

    

/12 
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The next 6 digits of your engine’s identifying number make up its Type Code.  Using the attached 
reference sheet, explain what the Type Code tells us, or tells the parts person that we may be 
consulting. 

 

 

 

 

The final 8 digits of the identifying number make up the Date Code.  Using these numbers and the 
attached reference sheet determine where and when it was made. 

 

Exact date your engine was made:    

The assembly line it was made on:    

 

 

 

Why is it that when calling a parts supplier to order a part you should be sure to have 
close at hand the identification number for the engine that you are working on?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   /2 

   /2 

   /2 
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