Using Concept Maps to determine importance
and research details (Main Ideas & Details)

Concept maps are a pictorial way to represent main ideas and
details about a topic. To create a concept map simply:

. label the topic in the center (this is the main idea)

. determine subtopics; use one of the 4 sections of the
concept map for each sub-topic; create a sub-title for this
section of the concept map and draw a picture to show
what it's about

. read to find out specific information about a sub-topic and
label your diagram with a few key words to capture these
content-specific details.

Because students are drawing and labeling information, they
are using both halves of the brain. Brain research associates
activities that use both hemispheres with greater concept
retention.
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Concept maps are a way to represent main ideas and details
about a topic. To create a concept map simply:

. label the topic in the center (this is the main idea)

. determine subtopics; use one of the sections of the con-
cept map for each sub-topic; create a sub-title for this
section of the concept map and draw a picture to show
what it's about

. read to find out specific information about a sub-topic and
write a few key words to capture these content-specific
details.

. Pictures may be added where appropriate

Because students are drawing and labeling information, they
are using both halves of the brain. Brain research associates
activities that use both hemispheres with greater concept
retention.
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