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us understand how
language works.

and playful ways helps \ ... Big Ideos
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Curricular Competencies

Use writing and design processes to plan, develop, and create texts for a variety of
purposes and audiences

taking risks in trying out new word choices and

Use language in creative and playful ways t
anguage in crealive and piayil ways formats; playing with words, structures, and ideas




Key Qualities

of the Traits

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

Clear messages
Narrowed focus

Vivid details

Stays on Topic

A brilliant beginning
A mighty middle
An excellent ending

Transitions that create flow

SENTENCE FLUENCY

WORD CHOICE

Complete sentences

Sentences begin with
different words

Sentences are different lengths

Fresh and original
word combinations

Trying out new words

Poetic devices

VOICE CONVENTIONS
Spelling
Passion for the topic
Grammar

Contains writer's perscnall'fy

There's a reader/writer
connection

ED. #7] based cx the work of Rath Cullkam.

Punctuation

Use of paragraphs
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Read, May_I_HQALC_QAALQ\:dZ

By Caron Levis. Set it on a
table in your classroom.
Surround the book with
letters and see what

haPPcns hext!
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Read, Lexi the Word
Wrangler by Rebecca Van
Slyke. Pick out the
cowboy vocabulary. How
many other cowboy words
and phrases can be found?
On a table in your

classroom, place a copy ofF
Amy Timberloke’'s, Qudy

Cowboy beside Lexi the
wacdg&mn%lac For a little

word inspir'a-l-ion! And when
in doubt, ’cowlooy’ words

are a quiclé search away!
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Something happens to a man when he gets on a horse, o 4 : 2

in a country where he can
ride forever.
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Read, Max's Words by Kate
Banks. Gather words From
moagazines, newspapers, old
books, Hyers etc. Make
words. Make phrases. Make

sentences. Or make stories!
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Read, The book With No Pictures Iay
B.J. Novak. Ws a Fabulous cxamplc

of voicc!

Challenge your students to write ala

Novak. with Punny messoges readers

would Prcllcr' NOT to read Aloud CO‘consfpucfed

Set criteria Firstt We dont want
the boundaries extended

bcyond what's acccP+abIc!

+ writer's passion for topic
« writing has personality
+ reader/writer connection
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Read, Little i on Michael Hall.
Invite students to write their

owh version of this book. ..
"t has lost his cross bar;
'K' has lost his kick;

‘a’ has lost her stick and now

everyone is caling her ‘oh ond
‘an’;

Without her horizontal line, &

is no+hina but a hook. There

are so many Possilai\iﬁcs!
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Wordles are groups of words
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Read this book s /o0 w/ y and have students guess each double meaning. Some are

easier, some are harder. But get your students +hinl<ina thirough these word riddes!



AN Animal Word Pfjg;’/

LINDA SUE PARK
JENNIFER BLACK REINHARDT

Comical word pairings make Linda
Sue Park's book, Yoks Yak: Animal
Word Pairs a natural addition to
some word work in your class.
Some of the vocabulary wil be
Familiar, but you'l be pleased to see
there are little definition boxes on
ecach page. They
might just come in

hand\/




This is a Fabulous book to make
infFerences. With gobblydegook
words, pictures offer support
so meaning can be madel Can
your students rewrite this

book. in English?

Du iz tak?

/ Ma nazoot.




Rocket loves to colect words, but can he

write a story? With buckets of words and

By the creatce of the New York Tiwves Bestselling Hw Racher Learsed 1v Read

suggcs’rcd characters, setting aond problems,

your students can choose a story From the

buckets!
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Can you think. of other words to describe
the images, or new drawings to interpret the
words? Cover a word with your Finger and
ask a Friend to guess it just by looking at the
picture. These are a few ideas for word
gomes, but let your students Figure out
gomes of their own. You might just be

surpriscd by their crcaﬂvl’ry!

This one’s great For your English language

learners too. : More th an 300 u

| ords ¢
IScover, IMagine, and REABI
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Word Search

ANGEL DISCIPLES LINENS THOMAS
APPEARED EMPTY RAN TomB

BOLD GUARDS RISEN WITNESSES

BODY JESUS STONE WOMEN
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