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Connecting a Design 

Challenge with Writing 

Opportunities ... 
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The Design challenge  

Example:  Design a pet carrier that 

is strong enough to carry a 100g pet and 

other pet care items. 
 

After having a wonderful hands-on experience like this, 

invite your students to do a piece of writing.   

The examples that follow are from 

Sarah Beynonbrown’s grade 2/3 class 

at Courtenay Elementary. 

 

Thanks Sarah ! 
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Design challenge:  

Design a pet carrier that is strong enough to carry a 100g pet  

and other pet care items. 

 

 

The students in this class have been focusing on adding details to their writing.   

Please notice how students have highlighted the places in their writing in which they 

added details.  They also self assessed using the rubric Sarah created for them.  

Positive, descriptive  feedback was provided for each learner.   

Clear criteria  =  ability for students to self-assess    =  an opportunity for the  

                  teacher to provide  

meaningful feedback  
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Walt 

We Are Learning to: 

add details to our  writing. 
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I can add details to my writing. 
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Me My Teacher Assessing My Writing 

  I added lots of details to my writing. 

  I included details about colour, size, shape and texture. 

  I included sensory details about things I smelled, heard, touched and felt. 

Me My Teacher Assessing My Writing 

  I added lots of details to my writing. 

  I included details about colour, size, shape and texture. 

  I included sensory details about things I smelled, heard, touched and felt. 

Me My Teacher Assessing My Writing 

  I added lots of details to my writing. 

  I included details about colour, size, shape and texture. 

  I included sensory details about things I smelled, heard, touched and felt. 

Me My Teacher Assessing My Writing 

  I added lots of details to my writing. 

  I included details about colour, size, shape and texture. 

  I included sensory details about things I smelled, heard, touched and felt. 
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What does 

descriptive 

feedback look like? 
This strategy is often misunderstood. The following samples serve to 

demystify what positive, descriptive feedback can look like. 
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Adding Details:  Descriptive Feedback 

 

When students have added details to their writing, they can highlight each one as a form of self assessment.  To go along with 

this highlighting, the teacher adds some descriptive feedback that is specific to this target.  Here are a few ways you might 

want to tell your students they’ve added details to their writing.  But be prepared.  When you hand back their writing and it’s 

filled with positive, descriptive feedback, they won’t hear a word you have to say until they’ve had time to savour all you’ve 

written! 

e.g. 

 

I love this detail! 

Your detail made me paint a picture in my mind! 

Awesome detail! 

*ddetail! 

A clever detail! 

Crystal clear detail! 

Such an original detail! 

A creative detail! 

A colourful detail! 

I can see this detail! 

Feedback about Sensory Details: 

 

a detail about size * 

a detail about texture * 

a detail about colour * 

a detail about shape * 

a detail about feelings * 

a detail about smell * 

a detail about what you saw * 

a detail about what you heard * 

a detail about taste * 
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A clear learning intention 

Positive, descriptive feedback 

from a teacher 

Student self-assessment 

by highlighting where     

criteria was met 
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A rich, hands-on 

experience 

Offers opportunities  

to fuel writers. 


