
Writing Trait: Ideas and Voice 

Learning Intention: Most stories have a problem and a solution.  In this lesson, students will 

use oral language as a vehicle to deepen their understanding of this story element. During a 

maker activity, they will  try to solve a star-catching problem themselves.   

Get your camera ready! 
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By Oliver Jeffers 

Before Reading 

Tell students that stories almost always contain a 

problem and a solution.  Ask students to use the 

picture and title to predict what the problem might 

be in this story. Ask students to turn and talk 

about connections they may have to catching things. 

 

Oliver Jeffers had to solve a problem when he 

wrote this story.  That will be your job too.  Given a 

variety of ‘maker materials’, you will try to find a 

way to catch a star. 

During Reading 

As the story is read, ask students to think about the problem this character 

seems to have.  Pause while reading this book and ask students to predict how 

the author may solve this issue.  Discussions like this allow students to see that 

there are many ways to solve problems and fuel them with ideas for their own 

stories.  

After Reading 

After listening to this Oliver Jeffers book, provide students with lots of maker 

materials.  Their job will be to use the materials in a creative way to catch a 

star.  ‘Tent’ cards are provided as a place to capture the stories each child tells 

as they explain what they’ve built and how they’ll use it to catch a star! 



Walt 

We Are Learning to… 
 create a star-catcher and 

share the story 

 share materials as we create 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Tent Cards to capture each child’s story 







How to Catch a Star 
jump higher  

climb  

throw something  

fly  

a helping bird  

Catch another 
type of star 

 



How to Catch a Star 
  

  

  

  

  

  










