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The books featured within this kit were chosen because they provide strong examples of how 
authors use sensory language as a way to add details to wriƟng.  As our students are led through 
an exploraƟon of this literary technique, they are provided explicit ways to improve their own 
wriƟng.   

Black line masters are included within this kit in hopes to save teachers Ɵme.  Repeated pracƟce is 
also offered so that students gain familiarity and confidence as they learn how to add details to 
their wriƟng.   

Learning inten ons are clearly supplied to students.  This paves the way for successful self 
assessment.  Using highlighter pens, students are invited to demonstrate where they have met 
criteria within their pieces of wriƟng.   

Examples of descrip ve feedback are also offered in hopes of de-mysƟfying this part of the 
assessment process.  But be prepared, when you say nice things about what you’ve noƟced, your 
students won’t be listening to you unƟl they savoured your posiƟve feedback! 
 

Carol Walters 
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      When writing I can: 

 Begin my writing with a question, 

 Add sensory details to the middle, 

 And end my piece of writing with a question. 
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 Night in the Country 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Listening for sensory descriptions in Night in the Country 

I see ...   

 

 

I hear ...   

 

 

I smell ...   

 

 

I taste ...   

 

 

I touch ...    

 

 

 

 

 

A feeling ...   
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At the LRC in school district 71, we have two kits that contain  15 copies each of, Banish Boring Words.  Within this 
resource are pages that expand upon sensory language.   

Our first thought might be to photocopy these pages and hand them over to students to serve as a reference.  Instead, 
you may want to provide  the category descriptors and have them  come up with examples.  ( e.g. Sight: words that mean 
it’s dark … blackness, pitch-black, sunless, unlit etc.) When they’ve found them, they will own them.   
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 Night in the Country 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Listening for sensory descriptions in Night in the Country  (possible responses) 

I see ...  Great owls with marble eyes who swoop among the trees;  old pig rolls over in the barn;  

 

 

I hear ...  Night frogs who sing songs ~ reek, reek, reek;  hear sounds all around you;  dog’s chain clinks as he gets up for a drink of water; someone open and  

close a creaking screen door;  hear an apple fall from the tree in the back yard ~ pump;  rabbits patter; groans and thumps and squeaks  that 

houses make; 

I smell ...   

 

 

I taste ...  Raccoon mother licks her babies 

 

 

I touch ...   Cow nuzzles her calf;   

 

 

So dark, so black in the country;  dreaming about daytime things;   

 

 

A feeling ...   
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Hear See Sounds 

Example: 

An orchestra of crickets chirping 

A rising swell of wind gusts 

  

   

   

   

   

Go outside and listen to  country sounds or listen to Youtube clips and gather country sounds.  ConƟnue 
playing one of these Youtube clips as students fill in this sheet  and do a quick-write.  

Include sensory descripƟons by describing what you hear and see in detail! 
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 Based on the book, Night in the Country 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 

 

Night in the country: A Quick Write using sensory descriptions   (a model to share with students) 

Do you like the dark?  I don’t mean city dark when the street lights and city signs are always lit.  I mean country dark.  On a dark country night you might 

get lucky and see stars in the sky.  They will glitter and gleam and if you’re lucky, you might see one shoot across the sky.  You might even hit one of those 

not-so-often nights when the moon is perfectly round.  Those are the nights in the country when it’s not so dark.  But I’m talking about the cloud-filled, not 

a star or moon in the sky kind of night.  The kind in which you hold your hand in front of your face, but you can only trust that it’s there cause you can’t  

see it.  On those kinds of nights you hope there’s a camp fire to cast a warm glow on the area around you.  If not, you’ll inevitably hear the sudden and 

unexpected crunch of a dry twig on the forest floor and with heart-thumping fear, wait for another one crunch and try to figure out what made that  

sound!  With any luck, the ongoing orchestra of cicadas will lull you to sleep.  If you wake suddenly, it might only be a woodpecker searching for insects  

in a nearby tree.  Don’t worry it’s probably not a hungry bear or cougar.  Are you ready now for a night in the country? 
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

 I began my writing with a question. 

 I ended my writing with another question. 

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark. 

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

 

 

 

 

teacher me Assessing My Writing 
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AŌer sharing a sample-write with students, ask them to highlight the wriƟng criteria in different colours (i.e. the criteria box at the boƩom of this page).  Together, highlight the 
places within the wriƟng in which the criteria was met.  Colour-coding like this imprints on the brain and when students do highlighƟng like this to their own pieces of wriƟng, 
they are self-assessing!  Then, who’s doing all the work?! 

Normally a sample piece of wriƟng like this does not receive descripƟve feedback, but samples of feedback are offered here to provide examples of what this might look like.  
When students receive a piece of wriƟng back and it’s loaded with posiƟve, descripƟve feedback, give them Ɵme to savour what you’ve wriƩen because they won’t be listening 
to you anyway unƟl they’ve absorbed all your moƟvaƟng comments! 
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 Based on the book, Night in the Country 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 

 

Night in the country: A Quick Write using sensory descriptions    
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

 I began my writing with a question. 

 I ended my writing with another question. 

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark. 

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

 

 

 

 

teacher me Assessing My Writing 
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Make one colour copy of this page and offer students a ‘stamp’ to put in the upper leŌ hand corner of their sheet.  In that way one page in 
colour produces a full class set of coloured black line masters.   
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I Know Here 
By Laurel Croza 
 

Name: ____________________ 

I don’t know _____________________________________.  I know _____________________________________. 

I see ...   

 

 

I hear ...   

 

 

I smell ...   

 

 

I taste ...   

 

 

I touch ...    

 

 

 A feeling ...   
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In Carol Holland’s grade 3 class, we chose to work on 

the same topic as a whole class.  We said we didn’t know 

Arden Elementary, but we know Courtenay Elementary.  In 

groups, we brainstormed the smells, tastes, sights etc. of 

their school.  Students then did a piece of writing using 

sensory descriptions about a place they know well using 

these sensory charts.  
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In Derrick Nelson’s grade 4/5 class at Miracle Beach, 

students noticed that the author, Laurel Croza, didn’t 

always use the words smell, hear, see etc.  Instead, they 

noticed the she used other words that mean the same 

thing.  This class did a superb job brainstorming or co-

creating words they could try in their own writing. 

Co-creating Ideas: 
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Derrick Nelson made a bulletin board in his classroom of  

student work.  His grade 4/5 students self assessed using 

several colours of highlighters.  Derrick’s positive, 

descriptive feedback and happy face appear in pink pen at 

the bottom right of this student’s page.   
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 Based on the book, I Know Here 
By Laurel Croza 
 

Name: ____________________ 

I don’t know _____________________________________.  I know _____________________________________. 
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

 I began my writing with a question.  

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

 I ended my writing with another question.  

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  
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 Based on the book, I Know Here 
By Laurel Croza 
 

Name: ____________________ 

 

I don’t know ____Cardero’s Restaurant_________.  I know _____MacDonald’s_______. 

What’s your favourite restaurant?  I don’t go there often, but every once in a while I get a craving for MacDonald’s.  The second you open the Big Mac container, I 

take a big wiff of those two beef patties, special sauces, lettuce, pickles and onions on a sesame seed bun!  Oh, that bun is a squishy ball of freshness.  On my first  

bite,  my tongue detects the tartness of the dill pickle.  And the texture of that sauce makes the whole thing so lovely and moist.  I hardly need a drink to swish it 

down.  But I do have a drink.  It’s a super cold milkshake.  The condensation on the outside of the cup is making my fingers cold.  Maybe I should have ordered a hot 

chocolate instead.  I decide I’ve made the right decision when it take my first sip.  But I sure have to suck hard through the straw.  This is a very thick milkshake! 

As I munch, I know that others have ordered French fries because the aroma of potatoes that have partnered with hot oil is part of the atmosphere in this place.   

I like the décor of this renovated version of MacDonald’s.  The old one had too many bright colours for my liking.  This one, with a fireplace makes me feel like I’m 

at home in my own living room. Did I make you hungry?  Do you want to go to MacDonald’s right now? 
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

 I began my writing with a question.  

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

 I ended my writing with another question.  

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  
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 Based on the book, I Know Here 
By Laurel Croza 
 

Name: ____________________ 

 

I don’t know ____Cardero’s Restaurant_________.  I know _____MacDonald’s_______. 

What’s your favourite restaurant?  I don’t go there often, but every once in a while I get a craving for MacDonald’s.  The second you open the Big Mac container, I 

take a big wiff of those two beef patties, special sauces, lettuce, pickles and onions on a sesame seed bun!  Oh, that bun is a squishy ball of freshness.  On my first  

bite,  my tongue detects the tartness of the dill pickle.  And the texture of that sauce makes the whole thing so lovely and moist.  I hardly need a drink to swish it 

down.  But I do have a drink.  It’s a super cold milkshake.  The condensation on the outside of the cup is making my fingers cold.  Maybe I should have ordered a hot 

chocolate instead.  I decide I’ve made the right decision when it take my first sip.  But I sure have to suck hard through the straw.  This is a very thick milkshake! 

As I munch, I know that others have ordered French fries because the aroma of potatoes that have partnered with hot oil is part of the atmosphere in this place.   

I like the décor of this renovated version of MacDonald’s.  The old one had too many bright colours for my liking.  This one, with a fireplace makes me feel like I’m 

at home in my own living room. Did I make you hungry?  Do you want to go to MacDonald’s right now? 

 

 

 

 

Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

CW I began my writing with a question.  

CW I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

CW I ended my writing with another question.  

CW Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  
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We placed one of these on each of our 

charts as we brainstormed sensory 

descriptions for a place we all knew 

well.   

Students can also be invited to choose 

a place they personally know very well 

and that can be the topic for their 

writing.  
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Please check out the animated rendition of Oma’s Quilt done by the National 

Film Board of Canada.  If you have a screen, projector and speakers, this 

version is well worth sharing with your students.  The graphics and emotions 

captured definitely do this book justice. 

 

https://www.nfb.ca/film/omas_quilt/ 

https://www.nfb.ca/film/omas_quilt/
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Oma’s Quilt 
By Paulette Bourgeois 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Listening for sensory descriptions in Oma’s Quilt 

I see ...   

 

 

I hear ...   

 

 

I smell ...   

 

 

I taste ...   

 

 

I touch ...    

 

 

 A feeling ...   
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Oma’s Quilt 
By Paulette Bourgeois 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Listening for sensory descriptions in Oma’s Quilt      (possible responses from the book) 

I see ...  Oma’s empty house;  boxes and boxes because Oma never throws anything away;  workshirts, olden-day dresses, ribbons, lace, curtains, bedspreads;  Oma  

stands in front of the kitchen window;  Oma keeps looking back;  river and weeping willows;  Mrs. Mostowyk always waved;  big kitchen where a cook makes  

the meals;  flowers everywhere;  a flannel shirt with paint on the cuffs;  raggedy blanket; faded quilt 

I hear ...  My mother is very quiet; first piano recital;  laughing  complaining 

 

 

I smell ...  cabbage soup, warm yeasty dough, lemon polish and vinegar 

 

 

I taste ...  The food tastes funny;   

 

 

I touch ...   Prick my fingers with a sharp needle; pat the back of her hand; traces the stitches with the tips of her fingers; worn out shirts 

 

 

Oma loves to cook;  smiles and pats me on the hand;  Oma is tired and wants to lie down;  my mother looks like she is about to cry;  she can’t sleep at night in  A feeling ...   

strange bed;  nincompoops;  my mother strokes it softly;  I can’t imagine why;  What a clever, clever girl you are!; It is made of love; wraps herself in her 

quilt and feels right at home 
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 Based on the book, Oma’s Quilt 
By Paulette Bourgeois 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Creating an imaginary quilt:  Using sensory descriptions   (A Model to demonstrate success) 

 

Why does my Mom keep so much stuff?  Why doesn’t she throw stuff out or give them to the Sally Anne? In our house there are 

always closets so full that an extra shove is needed to make sure the closet door is latched and closed.  If not, things might topple over and spill out into the  

room.  Our kitchen cupboards aren’t much better.  Looking for a box of Cheerios was like searching for a racoon in the woods.  Good luck finding it. 

But when my mom gave me a quilt, I suddenly realized why she kept all that stuff.  Right in the middle of my new quilt was a square patch from my soccer  

t-shirt.  It was bright yellow with white printing, “Comox Valley Comets.”  It was worn and soft.  When I lifted it to my face to feel its softness on my  

cheeks,  I’m pretty sure I could smell those grass stains that my mother complained would never come out in the wash.  And I could here her screams on the  

sidelines reminding me to, “Run, don’t slide!”  Another panel on this new quilt was made from a pair of jeans I recognized.  I had been so sad when those 

jeans got too small for me to wear.  I remember getting mad at my mom for shrinking them in the dryer.  “Had they shrunk or had I grown?” she had asked.  

yet another panel was from the blanket I used to cuddle with 24 ~7.  I never wanted to go anywhere without that thing.  One panel after another were  

made from scraps from my past.  Maybe all that cupboard-filling stuff is worth saving after all.  I wonder if I’ll save stuff like my mom?  Will I have full  

cupboards that bug the people I live with?  Maybe! 
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

 I began my writing with a question.  

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

 I ended my writing with another question.  

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  
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Hear Feelings 

See Who? 

Sound Movement 

Smells Taste 

Colours Textures 

Shapes Sizes 

 

 

Based on the work of Susan Close 

Memorable items that might create a quilt. 

Include sensory descriptions by describing its size, texture, colour, shape etc. 

These ideas will provide ideas for writing about your own memory quilt. 
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These grade 4/5 students chose a person in their lives that 

they know well.  Their job was to think of this person’s  

interests, favourite things etc. and create a ‘quilt’ that could 

be gifted to that person.  This quilt would contain all the 

bits from that person’s life that were special to him/her. 
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Derrick Nelson made a bulletin board in his classroom of 

the student’s work.  His grade 4/5 students self assessed 

using several colours of highlighters.  Derrick’s positive, 

descriptive feedback and happy face appear in pink pen at 

the bottom right of this student’s page.   
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After sharing a sample-write with students, ask them to highlight the writing criteria in different colours (i.e. the criteria box at the bottom of this page).  Together, highlight the 

places within the writing in which the criteria was met.  Colour-coding like this imprints on the brain and when students do highlighting like this to their own pieces of writing, 

they are self-assessing!  Then, who’s doing all the work?! 

Normally a sample piece of writing like this does not receive descriptive feedback, but samples of feedback are offered here to provide examples of what this might look like.  

When students receive a piece of writing back and it’s loaded with positive, descriptive feedback, give them time to savour what you’ve written because they won’t be listening 

to you anyway until they’ve absorbed all your motivating comments! 
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 Oma’s Quilt 
By Paulette Bourgeois 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Creating an imaginary quilt:  Using sensory descriptions    
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

 I began my writing with a question.  

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

 I ended my writing with another question.  

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  
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Make one colour copy of this page and offer students a ‘stamp’ to 

put in the upper left hand corner of their sheet.  In that way one 

page in colour produces a full class set of coloured black line 

masters.   
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 Henry and Mudge The First Book 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 

  

Listening for sensory descriptions in Henry and Mudge by Cynthia Rylant 

See ...   Texture ...  

  

  

Hear ...   Shape ...  

  

  

Smell ...   Number …  

  

  

Taste ...   Weight …  

  

  

Places ...  Height …  

  

  

A Feeling ...     Action …  

  

  

Size ...   

  

  

Speed ... 
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 Based on the book, Henry and Mudge 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

 I began my writing with a question. 

 I ended my writing with another question. 

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark. 

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

 

 

 

 

teacher me Assessing My Writing 
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 Based on the book, Henry and Mudge 
By Cynthia Rylant 
 

Name: ____________________ 

My lost Story 

Where is he ?  A panic set in quickly as I called for my  5 year old son, Myles. I could feel my heart starting to beat far too quickly.  And the palms 

of my hands were instantly damp. The cobblestone walkways in the Village of Whistler were crowded. Surely I would see his oval face in a moment.  He was  

Not lost.  He was simply camouflaged among all these weekend skiers.  At least that’s what I was telling myself during these minutes of alarm.  My husband  

realized what had gone wrong and he too was scanning the crowds for Myles’ face.  Where was he?  A moment ago he had been jumping on each of the wooden 

benches that lined the sides of this wide walkway.  Each time he jumped off a bench, he did a quick spin around and was ready for the next bench only a   

meter or so away.  “Myles!” we shouted as we realized he really wasn’t there.  Other people around us paused as they realized there was a pair of panicky 

Parents missing a child.  Everyone started to look on our behalf.  They didn’t know what he looked like, but they instantly sensed they were looking for a  

young boy.  In this area filled with adults, surely someone would spot a young boy!  Within seconds, I realized what had happened.  On one of his bench 

jumping spin a-bouts, maybe the 5 or 6th one, he had become disoriented and jumped off walking in the opposite direction to us.  At least now we knew  

which way to look.  We did a quick turnabout and walked the other way.  A crowd of people had gathered around something.  A boy!  A young boy without 

any adults around him.  He too was looking around for familiar faces.  One last call out, “Myles!” and we were a thankful , reunited family .  Phewff!  Have 

You ever misplaced a family member ?   
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

CW I began my writing with a question. 

CW I ended my writing with another question. 
CW Each of my questions ends with a question mark. 

CW I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

 

 

 

 

teacher me Assessing My Writing 
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Make one colour copy of this page and offer students a ‘stamp’ to 
put in the upper leŌ hand corner of their sheet.  In that way one 
page in colour produces a full class set of coloured black line 
masters.   
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The inspiration for the picture books within this kit 

come from this Writing Workshop resource.  Flip 

through to find additional ways of organizing your 

writing environment.  Photographs and examples of 

classroom anchor charts help to ground writers, 

create clear learning intentions, and offer specific 

targets for self-assessment and descriptive feedback 

from teachers. 
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 Come On, Rain! 
By Karen Hesse 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Listening for sensory descriptions in Come On, Rain!     

I see ...   

 

 

I hear ...   

 

 

I smell ...   

 

 

I taste ...   

 

 

I touch ...    

 

 

 A feeling ...   
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 Come On, Rain! 
By Karen Hesse 
 

Name: ____________________ 

Weather Wishes: Using sensory descriptions    
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

 I began my writing with a question.  

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

 I ended my writing with another question.  

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  
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 Come On, Rain! 
By Karen Hesse 
 

Name: ____________________ 

 

Weather Wishes: Using sensory descriptions    

Will summer ever come again?  I’ve had enough of these dull gray, rubber boots days.  I’ve jumped in enough puddles and my umbrella has blown inside out 

enough times.  I don’t think it will last through one more windy, rain storm.  I’m tired of winter food.  I miss the just-picked crunch of a carrot I’ve pulled 

out of the soil.  I’m ready to smother a cob of corn with butter that will melt right in and dissolve the sprinkling of salt I’ve added.  I want lazy days on 

the beach where the setting sun and a grumbly tummy tell me it’s time to go home for a bedtime snack.  The days are getting longer now.  I’m starting to feel  

the end of winter, but I can’t wait for summer.  What do you love best about summer? 
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Name:  ___________________________ 

I can start my writing with a question. 

I can add sensory details to the middle part of my writing. 

I can end my writing with another question.  

I use questions marks to end sentences with questions.  

teacher me Assessing My Writing 

 I began my writing with a question.  

 I added sensory details to the middle part of my writing.  

 I ended my writing with another question.  

 Each of my questions ends with a question mark.  



 

carol.walters@sd71.bc.ca                Comox Valley, Vancouver Island, B.C. 

Make one colour copy of this page and offer students a ‘stamp’ to 

put in the upper left hand corner of their sheet.  In that way one 

page in colour produces a full class set of coloured black line 

masters.   
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